
 
Dear M.I.C. members :  

 
Hoping you all 
had a good 
summer and you 
are now relaxed 
to enjoy the fall 
and winter. 

 
Chico Valdez and Aubrey 
Winterbotham will be our 
delegates to the North American 
Regional meeting and the WACA 
annual general assembly (AGA) 
both of which are being held in 
Nassau (Bahamas) at the 
beginning of the first week of 
October 2008. 
The Montreal Interline Club, has 
nominated our own Chico Valdez 
to run for the position of Regional 
Vice President (North America).  
This position is part of the WACA 
executive board.  Let’s hope he 
will be elected at the North 
American regional meeting. 
 
Our big event of the year, the 
annual Tombola which was held 
May 24th went off very well, 
although there were fewer 
participants than last year.  The 
money collected was donated to 
charity. 
 
September is the month of the 
year when the MIC holds its 
annual elections of officers. 
Please follow the instructions on 
the assigned page of “On the 
Wing”  and participate. 
 
Roger Sutton 
President M.I.C. 

 
Dear M.I.C. members :  
 
Our social scene has been quite 
busy since the last newsletter.  
 
 
Thursday April 17 th – Topaz 
Restaurant, 317 St. Jean Blvd 
in Pointe Claire. Nineteen 
interliners were in attendance 
including Sharon Revel and her 
sister from the Vancouver 

Interline Club 
who were visiting 
our fair city. A 
bottle of wine was 
raffled and the 
well deserved 
winner was 
Aubrey 

Winterbotham. 
 
 
Friday May 23 rd – Big Band 
dance and MIC tombola, Dorval 
Community Centre. In addition 
to the eight committee members 
in attendance there were also 
three club members that were 
also there. As in previous years, 
Don solicited the gifts for the 
tombola and Kitty wrapped them. 
Marcy, Josefina and her husband 
Joe sold the envelopes and 
Roger brought the chips and 
nuts. 
 
 
Thursday June 19th– Annual 
luncheon at Dundee’s on the 
boardwalk in St. Anne de 
Bellevue.  Sixteen interliners 
enjoyed a nice lunch and each 

other’s company. We were 
seated in the main dining room  
instead of on the patio because 
the weather was a little cool. 
 
 
Thursday September 11 th – 
Casa Grecque Restaurant in 
Pierrefonds.  Nineteen interliners 
assembled at the restaurant on 
Gouin Blvd and the highlight of 
the evening apart from the free 
wine supplied by the club was the 
gathering of five past presidents 
and the incumbent president for a 
group photo. President Roger 
Sutton was flanked by past 
presidents Don Cole, Dennis 
Crilley, Helene Racicot, Julio Seiz 
and Chico Valdez. Missing from 
the photo were Gerry Philbrook, 
Peggy Mitchell, Brian Swinburne, 
Steve McMahon and George 
Steele. 
 
 
A group of club members will be 
departing shortly for the 41st 
WACA AGA in Nassau. 
 
 
Upcoming dinners (18:30): 
 
Thur Oct 23 : Madison’s (3000 
Jean-Yves, Kirkland, near the 
Colisée theatre) 426-9111 
 
Thur Nov xx  –(TBD) Quality Inn 
on Cote-de-Liesse  
 
 
 
Kitty Winterbotham 
Social Director 
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China Train Travel 
 
Why would any airline employee take 
the train? In spite of the begrudging 
acknowledgement of a travel 
competitor, we have to agree the 
“iron horse” has been around for 
much longer than the plane, and 
shows no signs of going away. I’ve 
taken the train across Canada to 
Vancouver, and, while not in the 
same luxury league as the Orient 
Express to/from Istanbul, or the Blue 
Train in South Africa, I’ll have to 
admit train travel isn’t that bad, if you 
have the time. 
 
Although I have yet to experience the 
trains of India, (an event in itself, I’m 
told), I have taken the train from 
Cairo to Luxor, from Cusco to Machu 
Picchu, and from Tibet to Beijing, and 
have just come back from taking the 
Trans-Siberian railroad from Ulan 
Bataar (Mongolia) to Moscow, but I 
think it’s the Chinese trains that are 
the most-interesting. 
 
They run everywhere in China! They 
are frequent and are not expensive. 
For anyone contemplating doing 
some train travel, there are 4 
classes: 

1. hard seat – basically sitting 
up on wooden benches, 
packed in with the cows and 
chickens 

2. soft seat – a step up, 
although I’ve never 
experienced this class 

3. hard sleeper – basically a 
dormitory on wheels, with 
rows of bunks, 3-high,  laid-
out side-by-each, with no 
doors, no security, and no 
privacy 

4. soft sleeper – this is what 
you want! 4 to a cabin, 
closed doors, lockable, with 
linen on the still-narrow but 

comfortable beds, and a lady 
who vacuums incessantly 
and refills each cabin’s 
samovar with hot water. 

 
There is sometimes a “deluxe” 
category, which means only 2 people 
to a cabin, and which usually sports a 
little sink with running water. (On 
Russian trains, “deluxe” also includes 
access to a “shower room”, by 
appointment only. Not sure if 
showers are available on any 
Chinese trains.) 

 
There is also another category I’ve 
never seen in any guide book, but 
which I recently experienced – 
“standing-room only”. Let me 
elaborate. I recently took my son and 
his girl friend to Beijing, and, after 
missing the PEK-bound flight for the 
first 2 days, and with the 3rd attempt 
coming into the weekend and not 
looking any better, we instead took 
the flight to Shanghai, and then 
planned to take the overnight train to 
Beijing from there. 
 
Actually our first train in China was 
the German-made “Maglev”, 
transporting passengers from 
Shanghai’s Pudong airport to 
downtown – what a marvellous 
experience that was! This is the only 
commercially-available magnetically-
elevated train in the world, and the 
highlight is watching the 
speedometer reach 431 km/hr as the 
train hits its maximum speed in the 
middle of the 7-minutes-only trip! The 
sensation at that speed, watching the 
landscape whiz by, is not unlike the 

final seconds before liftoff. The cost 
from airport to downtown was about 
$8. 
 
At the Shanghai railway station, there 
was one window marked “English-
speaking”, so language was not a 
problem. 
 
But getting 3 soft-sleeper beds 
certainly was! The train was sold-out, 
and we were offered standing-room 
only, in the lowest-class car. We 
reluctantly took it, this being our 3rd 
day separated from our luggage 
which had gone without us to Beijing 
days earlier, and although the 
overnight journey was hard on our 
bodies, it was one of the highlights of 
the entire trip! Eventually the 2 kids 
did get beds, but I stayed up all night, 
talking with the students who wanted 
to practice their English, and 
compare their lives with those who 
live in the West (lifestyles, salaries, 
careers, sports, music, general 
freedoms, sex, religion, family 
values, etc etc). The night passed 
quickly! 

 
 
And what about these 2 beds – 
where did they come from? The 
concept of “standby” is interesting on 
these trains, although also not-
documented in guide books. If you 
want a bed, and have a “lesser” 
ticket, you can actually “standby” for 
an upgrade. One starts the process 
of standby travel as we do, “at the 
gate” so to speak, but there the 
similarity ends. In the exact middle of 
the train, shortly before boarding, 2 
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train attendants open their window 
and people on the platform below vie 
for a “standby” number by holding 
their (lower-class) boarding pass in 
the air. Each person also holds a 
“bribe” aloft, along with his ticket, and 
the attendants determine priority of 
service, not by seniority or order of 
check-in, but by who’s offering the 
largest bill (usually a 10-20 yuan 
note, i.e. 2-3 dollars). The attendant 
takes the ticket and the money, 
writes a standby number on the 
actual ticket, and the person then 
retires to his previously-designated 
spot on the train to await the next 
phase. Now the fun begins…. 

 
As the train is moving, and during the 
entire trip, standbys are processed. 
The initial wave of upgrades happens 
after the train is well on its way, and 
after bed inventory is determined. 
(Yes, there are no-shows. In fact 
there are usually some beds left 
unsold, reserved for important people 
who may arrive at the last minute, so 
chances of getting a bed are 
somewhat greater than zero.) Once 
the attendants know how many beds 
are available, they then call out 
standby numbers in order (in 
Mandarin), giving the ticket-owner 
the chance to buy the upgrade (i.e. 
pay the difference between his ticket 
price, and that which he would have 
been charged for the bed in the first 
place; so the bed is a convenience, 
not a bargain). With much shouting 
and hand-waving, money changes 
hands, and those with lowest stand-
by numbers retire triumphantly to 
their newly-acquired beds. 

But this process continues….as 
people get off the train further on 
during the trip, some beds become 
free, linen is changed, and the beds 
are re-allocated to passengers with 
ever-higher standby numbers. To be 
fair, the price for the bed always 
reflects the distance-to-be-travelled, 
therefore the cost of a bed actually 
falls as the distance-remaining 
becomes shorter. 
 
Another interesting little-known 
process is that all passengers are 
required to keep their  tickets until 
they leave the station – these are 
randomly checked. The attendants 
want to make sure the ticket you 
bought reflects reality – i.e. that you 
don’t buy a too-short ticket for a long 
trip. 
 

 
 
Some Chinese trains are picture-
perfect. I also had the fortune a year 
ago to take the now-famous train 
to/from Lhasa, Tibet. Although the 
train station itself is at 12,000 feet, 
they pump oxygen into each car as 
one approaches (or leaves) the 
station. And, assuming you can get a 
soft-sleeper, the 2-day trip itself is 
really very nice, and that applies to 
the food in the dining car as well 
(unlike the food on the Siberian train 
– even I make better stroganoff than 
they do!) The Lhasa train was 
wonderful, but there are bigger plans 
in the works. 

 
The “Tangula luxury trains”, built 
jointly by Bombardier and its Chinese 
partner, will break new ground – 
each car will be configured into 4 
suites. Each suite will feature an en 
suite bathroom with shower, mini bar, 
and in-room entertainment system 
with music, TV, and satellite internet. 
Passengers will served by a butler, 
and each train will also have a doctor 
on board. The train will also have two 
dining cars and a lounge car.  “My” 
train between Beijing and Lhasa took 
2 days and cost about $150. This 
new train will take 5 days, stopping 
along the way to visit tourist 
attractions. The expected cost – 
about $5000! 
 
But today, the train can still be an 
enjoyable and memorable part of 
one’s travel experience – next time 
you vacation, swallow your pride and 
make a train trip as part of your 
travels. You’ll enjoy it! 
 
Steve Charlton 
Director, Travel  
 
 
 
 Travel Tip:  
 
Ever wonder what the loads were on 
a planned OAL flight? These Internet 
locations may help: 
 
www.seatcounter.com  (free) 
 
http://www.flightstats.com/go/FlightAv
ailability/flightAvailabilityByRoute.do  
(free) 
 
www.iddeals.co.uk/  (not free, but this 
is the one I use) 
 
For travel on United, call 1-800-UAL-
LIST 

Sept 2008     M.I.C.  ON THE WING   –   EN VOL    Page 3 



Sept 2008    M.I.C.  ON THE WING   –   EN VOL   Page 4 
 

Tombola 

 

Our Upcoming MIC President  

 

Past Presidents 

Aubrey Winterbotham 
(l-rt) Julio Seiz, Roger Sutton, Helene Racicot, 
Dennis Crilley, Chico Valdez, 
Don Cole 
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Dundee’s 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Tombola  (extra) 

Topaze 



 
 
 Airline employees and retirees are reminded that in  

order to participate in one of the WACA events list ed 
below, they must be members of an interline/airline  

club affiliated with WACA or be WACA 
members-at-large. 

*See www.WACA.org for more info. 
 

      WACA Calendar of Events                Effective Date: Sept 2008 
  

Dates Events Interline Club  
Register 
Deadline Cost 

Sept 

2008 

Lisbon Weekends 2008   

Every Weekend Throughout 2008 

Portugal TBA EUR 130.00 

Sep 28 - Oct 03, 2008 WACA 2008 AGA in Nassau  Bahamas May 31, 2008 USD 700.00 

Oct 03 - Oct 06 

2008 

Post-AGA Tour (Pineapple 

Fields - Eleuthra)   

Bahamas June 15, 2008 USD 540.00 

Oct 09 - Oct 13 

2008 

Grande Festa   

30th Anniversary of I.C.Portugal) 

Portugal Aug 31, 2008 EUR 330.00 

Oct 21 – 27,2008 Discover Syria  Jordan Aug 21, 2008 USD 930.00 

Oct 27 - Nov 02, 2008 Jordan Adventure    Jordan Aug 21, 2008 USD 980.00 

Nov 03 - Nov 10 

2008 

Cairo and Nile Cruise   

Venue: Egypt   

Jordan August 31, 

2008 

USD 990.00 

Dec 10 - Dec 14 

2008 

The Taste of Israel   

  

Israel November 05, 

2008 

USD 498.00 

Feb 12 - Feb 16, 2009 Quebec Winter Carnival 2009  Montreal Oct 15, 2008 CAD 785.00 

     

     

     
   NB: This information was taken from the WACA web site. In case of discrepancy, WACA info will prevail. 

 

  
WORLD AIRLINES 

CLUBS ASSOCIATION  

M.I.C. Executive Committee - 2008 / Comité Exécutif  C.I.M. - 2008 
 

Roger Sutton President / Président; Tel: (514) 637-1848 / Fax : (514) 637-5922 
 

Don Cole  Secretary / Secrétaire; Tel: (514) 694-5829 / Fax: (514) 694-9013 
 

Stan Fafoutis Treasurer / Trésorier; Tel: (514) 683-8157;  E-Mail: sfafoutis@videotron.ca 
 

Marcy   Watt Director Memberships / Directrice d’Adhésions Tel: (514) 426-1203 / Fax: (514) 694-7892  
e-Mail marcy.watt@aircanada.ca  
 

Steve Charlton Director Travel / Dirécteur de Voyage; also Director Publications / Dirécteur de Publications 
  Tel : (514)620-3311; e-Mail s.charlton@sympatico.ca  
 
Kitty Winterbotham Director Social Affairs / Directice d’Affaires Sociale Tel : (514)697-8374 
 
Chico Valdez  Director Interline Affairs / Directeur des Affairs Interlignes Tel : (514)484-2703;  

email fvaldez@sympatico.ca  
 
Josefina Vergara  Director, Public Relations / Directrice des Relations Publiques Tel: (514) 509-3891;  

email jhvergara2002@yahoo.ca  
 
Aubrey Winterbotham Director, Sports / Directeur des Sports Tel: (514)697-8374; email winterbotham@videotron.ca  
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