
 
Dear M.I.C. members :  
 

Well autumn 
has gone and 
winter is on its 
way. I hope it 
will be a mild 
one!  
Chico Valdez 

and Steve Charlton attended the 
North American Regional 
meeting and the WACA Annual 
General Assembly, held this year 
in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, 
Chico as Vice-President of the 
North American Region, and 
Steve as our MIC delegate, 
where he did a wonderful job – 
thanks Steve!  
 
The highlight at the AGA for the 
M.I.C. was the awarding of being 
the best club in the N/A region, 
AND the best club in WACA for 
the year 2009! My thanks go to 
all the MIC Executive board 
members who made it possible 
for the MIC to win both these 
prestigious awards. 
 
The next WACA AGA will be 
held in Recife, Brazil, from Oct 
17-22, 2010. 
 
Well, Christmas is around the 
corner and on behalf of the 
M.I.C. Executive, I wish you all a 
Merry Christmas and a 
prosperous New Year. 
 
Roger Sutton 
President M.I.C. 
 

Dear M.I.C. members :  
 
Thursday June 11th – the 

Vieux Kitzbuhel 
was the site of 
our final event 
before the 
summer break. 
We were able to 
sit outside for 
lunch although it 

was a little ‘chilly’. Twenty five 
Interliners were in attendance 
plus 4 of their guests and one 
special dog named ‘Maya’ who 
was very well-behaved.  
The event was also used to wish 
our Membership Director Marcy 
Watt a happy birthday and a 
happy retirement from Air 
Canada. A raffle was held to 
supplement club finances and 
the lucky winners of dinner gift 
certificates were Denise 
L’Oiselle, Denise’s daughter, and 
Joan Crilley. A bottle of wine was 
won by a guest of Josefina 
Vergara and Joe Victoria. 
 
Thursday October 22 nd was the 
date of our first post-summer 
dinner and it was held at the 
newly-opened restaurant Mio 
Vino  in Pointe-Claire. Twenty-
two Interliners enjoyed fine 
Italian food and drank their own 
wine. By coincidence the Mio 
Vino had recently mailed out $10 
vouchers and so a lot of people 
got their dinner $10 cheaper. A 
bottle of sparkling wine and a gift 
certificate were raffled off with 
the lucky winner of the wine 
being new member Alain 

Antonin;  the gift certificate was 
won by our own Julio Seiz.  
 
Next dinners  – The next dinner 
will be held Thursday November 
19th at the Terra Mare  restaurant 
on Sources Blvd at 6:30 pm. A 
special menu will be offered to 
attendees. 
 
Jan 21, 2010 – location TBD 
 
NOTE – Our annual Big Band 
Dance will be held on Nov 27 at 
8:30 pm at the Dorval 
Community Centre, 1335 
Lakeshore Rd, Dorval – the price 
is $25 per person and includes 
open bar ! 
 
Kitty Winterbotham 
Social Director 
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         Travel  
 
What an exciting time we had at 
the WACA AGA in Kuala 

Lumpur, 
Aug 4-9, 
2009! Once 
every year 
the Interline 
Clubs from 

various 
cities 

around the 
world get together (one delegate 
per club) to conduct WACA 
business, one item of which is to 
decide where the meeting will be 
in 2 years’ time. Next year’s AGA 
will be in Recife, Brazil, and the 
vote this year put the 2011 AGA 
in Phuket, Thailand (vs. Egypt - 
the vote between these 2 
locations was very close!)  
 
The AGA is attended not only by 
working delegates (and I was the 
delegate for the MIC this year), 
but also by “observers”. There 
are normally many more 
observers than delegates! If you 
have never been to an AGA, 
plan on going some year! The 
“observers” are free to tour 
around the city – there are also 
organized tours, so “observers” 
can mix-‘n-match as they please.  
 
Normally the AGA also has pre- 
and post-tours. This year there 
were 2 pre-tours offered, one a 
city package based in Singapore, 
and the other to the tropical 
island of Langkawi. I took the 
first, and Marcy Watt, formerly 
Membership Director of the MIC, 
took the tropical island tour. Both 
were excellent! But the exciting 
tour was the post-AGA tour – to 
the exotic island of Borneo! 
(more later….) 
 
I have to admit that it’s really 
nice to see old friends once 

every year! It’s at the AGA that 
one catches up with gossip, 
chats with friends from around 
the world, and learns about 
what’s happening with those who 
couldn’t make it. As corny as it 
may sound, once you know a few 
people, it’s really nice to see 
them again and again, each year 
!!! 
 
For those of you with a computer 
(or a friend who has one), look at 
the WACA web site 
(www.waca.org) or the North 
American Region site 
(http://wacanorthamericaregion.h
omestead.com) The WACA 
World News and/or Chico’s 
North American newsletter have 
some pretty fair write-ups and 
day-by-day, blow-by-blow 
descriptions of the AGA events. 
Because I don’t want to repeat 
the same news, I thought – what 
can I write about that’s different? 
My first thought was entitled: 
 
I WATCHED AS THE FISH ATE 

MY FLESH ! 
 
They made me sit on a small 
stool, and forced my legs into the 
water. At first the surface was 
still, but suddenly it started to 
churn and boil as hundreds of 
fish suddenly hurled themselves 
towards my submerged feet. 
These were the species “Garra 
rufa”, also called “doctor fish”, 
which love to eat dead skin cells 
off living creatures, such as me! 
Suddenly my feet were 
surrounded by hundreds of 
small, frantic fish. After the initial 
shock, I found they actually 
tickled as the swarmed around 
my feet, nibbling and removing 
scales, dead cells, flakes, and 
goodness knows what else. A 
minute later I relaxed – it actually 
felt kind of nice! A few short  
minutes after that, I was told 
“time is up”, and I had to leave 

the half-satiated fish to patiently 
wait for their next customer, who 
is usually not long in coming. 
This “therapy” is quite common 
in this area of the world, and is 
now even making headroads into 
various spas in the States, as 
well. Next time you’re  in 
southeast Asia, try it!!! Then you, 
too, can tell the gory tale at your 
next  Hallowe’en party – “I let the 
fish eat my flesh” !!!! 
 
Then I sat back, and came up 
with: 
…Borneo is known for its 
leeches, thirsty, blood-sucking 
creatures, lurking, waiting for a 
warm-blooded passer-by. In this 
case it was our WACA 
Headquarters Manager, Keith 
Miller, who, upon entering the 
bus, discovered an individual 
firmly attached to his calf! After 
applying salt, we all watched 
with morbid fascination….the 
leech dropped onto the floor, 
curled up in agony, and 
proceeded to disgorge its 
stomach of blood onto the floor 
of the bus. As it lay dying in a 
pool of Keith’s blood, we noted, 
thankfully, that  it was a special 
leech – in spite of warnings,  it 
was  the only leech we saw 
during the entire trip! 
  
Oh, did I mention the crocodiles?  
 
No matter - after deciding not  to 
talk about man-eating crocodiles, 
flesh-eating fish and blood-
sucking leeches,  I decided to 
paint a rosier picture – so, here 
goes - the island of Borneo is the 
3rd  largest in the world (after 
Greenland & Papua New 
Guinea), and still contains many 
hectares of virgin rain forest 
(although logging is still 
occurring from the coast 
inwards…) The island is 
basically divided in half between 
2 countries – Malaysia and 
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Indonesia (although purists will 
note that the little separate oil 
kingdom of Brunei is also 
situated in the northwest corner, 
representing a third entity). The 
people are mainly Malay, 
Chinese, and Indian, and we 
couldn’t have received a more-
friendly welcome anywhere, as 
we moved along! Our first 
lodging was rustic, in the jungle – 
we took small outboard boats 
along the river, looking for 
families of orang-utans (and 
other creatures), wild and 
unrestrained. Although the 
orangs are the most-famous 
inhabitants, it was the proboscis 
monkeys that earned the most 
attention – the dominant males 
have a permanent erection, and 
are not shy to prove it!  

 
Our lodging for the last 3 days 
was a 5-star resort, on the 
beach, overlooking the South 
China Sea, so we had a taste of 
everything, from leech-invested 
jungles to absolute comfort.  
 
It was during these final 3 days 
that a small message displayed 
itself on my digital camera – 
“memory fault”. “Oh, oh”, said I, 
“this doesn’t sound good”. It 
wasn’t – I lost all my pictures! 
What a bummer!!! Thankfully I 
can steal photos from my WACA 
friends! 
 
The organizer for the Borneo trip 
is well-known for his uncanny 
ability to organize interesting, but 
unusual, trips. Julian Chau (of 

the Hong Kong Interline Club) 
has done several Interline trips to 
various areas in China, and is 
doing a “Silk Road” trip in May 
2010, which will cross China, 
with an optional extension to the 
ancient cities of Samarkand and 
Tashkent, in old Russia. If you 
have ever thought of going to 
China, this is the time! Sign up 
now !!!  You were underpaid all 
your working years – use your 
Interline privileges to make up 
for it!!! See www.waca.org then 
“events”, then scroll down to May 
14th, 2010, for details. I’ll see you 
there! 
Steve Charlton 
Director, Travel 
 



 
 
      Airline employees and retirees are reminded that in  

order to participate in one of the WACA events list ed 
below, they must be members of an interline/airline  

club affiliated with WACA or be WACA 
members-at-large. 

*See www.WACA.org for more info. 
 

      WACA Calendar of Events                Effective Date: Nov 7, 2009 
  

Dates Events Interline Club  
Register 
Deadline Cost 

Dec 04-07, 2009 Weekend in Jerusalem  Israel Nov 10,  2009 USD 279 

Jan 23-27, 2010 Eliat & the Red Sea  Israel Dec 20, 2009 USD 479 

Feb 18-21, 2010 Las Vegas Get Away San Diego Jan 15, 2010 USD 275 plus optional tours 

Mar 14-19, 2010 Myanmar Excursion Thailand TBA USD 850 

Mar 19-27, 2010 Thailand Excursion  Thailand TBA USD 825 

Mar 27- Apr 01, 2010 China Capitals tour  Thailand TBA TBA 

Apr 9-12 Budapest Hungarian I.Club TBA TBA 

May 7-9, 2010 NA Regional Mtg, New Orleans  Pittsburg TBA USD 280 

May 14-Jun 03, 2010 Discovery China 2010 –  The Silk 

Road 

Hong Kong TBA TBA 

May 16-21, 2010 Vancouver Island Wineries Tour  Vancouver Mar 20, 2010 CAD 799 

Oct 17-22, 2010 43rd  AGA , Recife, Brazil Portugal July 31, 2010 EUR 625 

Nov 14-21, 2010 Cairo and Nile cruise  Jordan Oct 1, 2010 USD 1,120 
   
 NB: This information was taken from the WACA web site. In case of discrepancy, WACA info will prevail. 

 

  
WORLD AIRLINES 

CLUBS ASSOCIATION  

M.I.C. Executive Committee - 2009 / Comité Exécutif  C.I.M. - 2009 
 

Roger Sutton President / Président; Tel: (514) 637-1848 / Fax: (514) 637-5922 
 

Don Cole Secretary / Secrétaire; Tel: (514) 694-5829 / Fax: (514) 694-9013 
 

Stan Fafoutis Treasurer / Trésorier; Tel: (514) 683-8157;  e-mail: sfafoutis@videotron.ca 
 

Steve Charlton Director Travel / Directeur de Voyage 
                                 Director Publications / Directeur des Publications  
                                 Director Memberships / Directeur des Adhésions 
  Tel : (514)620-3311; e-mail s.charlton@sympatico.ca  
 
Kitty Winterbotham Director Social Affairs / Directice des Affaires Sociale Tel : (514)697-8374 
 
Aubrey Winterbotham Director, Sports / Directeur des Sports Tel: (514)697-8374;  
                                e-mail winterbotham@videotron.ca 
 
Chico Valdez  Director Interline Affairs / Directeur des Affaires Interlignes Tel : (514)484-2703;  

e-mail fvaldez@sympatico.ca  
 
Josefina Vergara  Director, Public Relations / Directrice des Relations Publiques Tel: (514) 509-3891;  

e-mail jhvergara2002@yahoo.ca  
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“Adieu Marcy” at Vieux Kitzbuhel  Nice lunch by the water at Vieux Kitzbuhel  

 

  

  

Congratulations – another successful Tombola !!! 

Dinner at le Biftheque – smile everyone !! The “Latin Connection”, in support of next 
year’s AGA in Brazil 



 
 

 
 

Steve Charlton (on behalf of the M.I.C.) accepting award “Best Airline Club for 2009” 
from Julian Chau at WACA AGA, Oct 2009 
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Pre-AGA tour - Langkawi AGA – Palace of the Golden 
Horses – Kuala Lumpur Post-AGA tour - Borneo 


