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Dear M.I.C. members :

Well, autumn
has gone, and
winter has
arrived with a
vengeance.
Chico Valdez
and Aubrey
Winterbotham  attended the

North American Regional
meeting, and then the WACA
Annual General Assembly, as
your delegates. There were 11
clubs out of 14 represented at
the Regional meeting, and clubs
from all over the world attended
the WACA AGA. The AGA was
hosted by the Bahamas Interline
Club, and was held in Nassau.
245 delegates participated in the
events held there. The 2009
WACA AGA will be held in Kuala
Lumpur, Malaysia, from Oct 4-9.

Our local MIC Executive is proud
to announce that Chico was
elected Regional Vice-President
for the North American Region.
This position is part of the WACA
executive board - we all wish him
success in his new job.

The election of officers for the
Montreal Interline Club turned
out once-again to be a less-than-
riveting affair. Everyone was
returned by acclamation.

| hope you had a pleasant
Christmas and | wish you all a
Happy New Year.

Roger Sutton
President M.1.C.

Pointe Claire, Quebé&Canada, HI9R 4S6

Dear M.I.C. members :

Thursday
October 23 —
Madison’s
restaurant in
Kirkland Twenty
interliners enjoyed
the best rack of
ribs on the West

Island A bottle of
wine was raffled off and the lucky
winner was Joe Victoria. $53 was
added to the club’s coffers.

Thursday November 13 " — Quality
Hotel on Cote de Liesse.
Unfortunately only nine interliners
attended of which six were
committee members. The cost of the
meal may have had something to do
with the poor attendance.

There was no dinner planned for
December.

The next event will be in January.
Members will be contacted by
phone.

Special - Saturday Feb 14 Casa
Grecque — dinner with the Executive
of WACA, who will be meeting here
in Montreal.

At the December 16th meeting of the
Montreal Interline Club committee,
the raffle draw was held for two
Interliners to attend the Quebec
Winter Carnival package in Quebec
City February 13 to 15. Collette Cole,
the wife of our club secretary Don
Cole, drew the lucky ticket in the
presence of RVP North America
Chico Valdez, MIC President Roger
Sutton, WACA Member of Honour
Aubrey Winterbotham and the rest of
the committee. The lucky ticket
number was 01824 and it was sold
to the MIC committee who
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purchased 10 of the 139 tickets in
order to increase the number of
tickets sold, however, the

$1600 value of the prize is being
donated to the much-needed club
funds.

Kitty Winterbotham
Social Director

2008 AGA — Nassau,
Bahamas

The following report was written by
Elaine Miller, WACA Vice-President,
International Events and Special
Projects, and is used with her
permission.

By now, most of our Interliners
will have returned to their
respective homes after a
wonderful and fun filled
Interline Celebration and 41st
Annual General Assembly in
Nassau, Bahamas. We will all
carry fond memories of our
visit to this special island
paradise and many of us, |
know, will plan to return soon.
| can imagine the big sigh of
relief the Airlines Club
Bahamas members must
have given, once it was all
over. However, they must be
congratulated on a job well
done.

Who will ever forget the
wonderful Opening
Ceremonies with the
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presentation of our national
flags? Is there anyone who
attended who did not feel a
certain sense of pride as our
individual flags were ushered
to the stage? It is this spirit of
pride and excitement that
makes WACA such a great
world-wide organization. The
Bahamas Police Band and
Youth Choir provided
excellent entertainment and |
can personally attest to the
hard work involved for the
ACB to bring this program to
us for our Opening
Ceremonies.

The next few days went by all
too fast and, after the
meetings and elections were
out of the way, it was time to
have fun.

We all enjoyed the Beach
Party at Goodman'’s Bay and
the warm waters of the
Caribbean. The food and drink
were great, the music made
for dancing and the weather
held off until we were ready to
board the buses for the return
to our hotel.

This year's WACA fund raiser
was a great success, as we
tried a new format. The
“Tombola” was so successful
... We ran out of tickets! We
hope to expand on this for
next year and encourage
everyone to think about what
they can donate for the prizes,
to add to the fun. As the
guantity and quality of the
prizes improve, so will the
excitement to add to the

evening’s fun. Thank you all
for your support.

From beginning to end, the
days were filled with surprises,
especially the

exuberant display and
beautiful island costumes for
the "Junkanoo" groups.
Everyone got into the festive
spirit and no one could keep
still. They made you want to
get up and dance, and dance
we did!

When it came time for our
Gala Dinner and Awards, we
were again entertained by so
many talented performers.
Ann Albury and her committee
deserve a great big "THANK
YOU" from all of us for a
wonderful and memorable
Interline Celebration and 41st
Annual General Assembly.

For the 30 or so of us who
went on to Eleuthera, it was a
chance to kick back and relax
as we enjoyed another of the
beautiful islands of the
Bahamas. Who will forget the
Window Glass Bridge, the
pink sands and warm waters
of Harbour Island, the food,
the boat rides and the great
Pool Party on our last night.
This Interline Celebration and
41st AGA will go down in our
WACA history as one of the
best and will live long in our
memories. We came, we saw,
we enjoyed, and we will
return.

Elaine Miller
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ATTU

Quickly ! — where is the only

place where the Japanese and
Americans engaged in hand-to-

hand combat on American soil?

No, not
Hawaii. If
you said
“Attu”, you
must have
peeked at
the title,
because I'm
sure I'm the
only person in Air Canada who's
ever been there! Actually, many
of you have probably been close
without knowing it, maybe even
within 5 miles of Attu...

...straight down!

Attu is the western-most island of
the Alaskan Aleutian chain, only
about 200 miles across open
water to Russia. Many of you
have passed over it en route to
Hong Kong, Beijing, or Japan.
But it is not a place where you
would want to spend your entire
3-week vacation, as | did a few
years ago!

This uninhabited, mountainous
island is snow-covered for most
of the year. There are no trees.
Its temperature only reaches 50°
F in the summer, and it suffers
from many days at a time of cold,
blowing, rainy weather. When it
is not rainy, it is foggy - it's rarely
sunny. Why would anyone go
there???

To see birds! For those crazy
folks (like me) who keep a count
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of how many species of birds
one has seen in North America
(i.e. the USA + Canada), Attu is
a Mecca, a magnet, an
endurance test through which
one must suffer. Just as in North
America, Asian birds also
migrate northward in the spring,
to nest. Thousands of years ago
there was a land bridge between
Asia and North America, and
many Asian birds nested along
this bridge and even into Alaska.
Today they still follow this same
route, and many of them find
themselves landing on, and
nesting on, the outer Aleutians,
which now is politically part of
North America. Hence to see
many Asian birds “in North
America”, one has to go to Attu.

During WW-II the Americans
built a runway on the island, and
each year for many years, a
group of about 3-4 dozen birders
charted a Lockheed Electra to
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land there, with supplies, for 3
weeks of hard trekking, tough
conditions, bad weather, but
good birds!

We stayed in dilapidated
Quonset huts with broken
windows and no heating, with
“running water” being ice-cold
rivulets, flowing down from the
mountain snows. It was light 24
hours a day. The weather
changed hourly from rain to sun
to sleet to driving wind. The few
birds we saw skulked down
under whatever tussocks they
could find. The stormy days were
disheartening, but the few sunny
days we had were gorgeous. We
breathed in the salty air from the
Bering Sea and hiked along the
base of the beautiful mountains,
so clear under cloudless skies.
One day we hiked up one
particular mountain-side to see
the crosses where both
Japanese and American soldiers
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were killed. On the flat tundra,
we stepped carefully over the
Marsden matting, rusting in the
sun, while looking out over the
ocean for seabirds. We ate well.
And we saw our birds - over 100
species of birds during the stay,
many of them not seen anywhere
else in North Americal!

Several of us in the group even
bought an Attu T-shirt which read
“ATTU — It's Not The End Of The
World, But You Can Seelt From
Here!” I'll say!!!

Would | go back? No, | don't
think so. The closest | want to be
to Attu again is like you, looking
down at it from 5 miles up, sitting
comfortably in J-class with a
glass of champagne, on my way
to China. But I've done it, with no
regrets, and the stark beauty of
Attu will remain etched in my
mind forever....

Steve Charlton
Director, Travel
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Airline employees and retirees are reminded that in
order to participate in one of the WACA events list  ed
= pr— below, they must be members of an interline/airline
ILx" WaAcCaA club affiliated with WACA or be WACA
WORLD AIRLINES members-at-large.
CLUBS ASSOCIATION *See www.WACA.org for more info.
WACA Calendar of Events Effective Date: Dec 19, 2008
Register
Dates Events Interline Club Deadline Cost
Feb 20-22, 2009 Gray Whale Watching Weekend San Diego TBA USD 375.00
Mar 03-10, 2009 Myanmar Touristic Sites Thailand TBA USD 850.00
Mar 10-19, 2009 3 Countries Excursion Thailand TBA USD 1190.00
Mar 19-25, 2009 China Capitals Tour Thailand TBA USD 725.00
May 09-15, 2009-20, 2009 Discover China 2009 Hong Kong TBA HKD 6,199
Jun 01-06, 2009 Dodo’s Nest 2009 Mauritius May 10/09 MUR 22,000
Jun 04-07, 2009 Jamaica Jump-Up Jamaica TBA TBA
Jun 12-16, 2009 Sauna Party & Vilnius Helsinki TBA TBA
Sept 30-Oct 04 Singapore Explorer (AGA pre- Singapore July 01/09 SGD 1,014
tour)
Sept 30-Oct 04 Langkawi Tropical get-away WACA TBA TBA
(AGA pre-tour)
Oct 04-09, 2009 42 WACA AGA, Kuala Lumpur WACA Aug 01/09 MYR 2,500
Oct 09-14, 2009 Borneo Adventure WACA TBA TBA
Oct 20-24, 2009 Golf Tournament (the Azores) Portugal TBA TBA
Oct 22-25, 2009 Grande Fiesta 2009 (the Azores) Portugal TBA TBA
November 2009 Passarola Tennis Tournament Portugal TBA TBA

NB: This information was

taken from the WACA web site. In case of discrepancy, WACA info will prevail.

Roger Sutton
Don Cole
Stan Fafoutis

Marcy Watt

Steve Charlton

Kitty Winterbotham

Chico Valdez

Josefina Vergara

M.I.C. Executive Committee - 2009 / Comité Exécutif C.I .M. - 2009
President / Président; Tel: (514) 637-1848 / Fax : (514) 637-5922
Secretary / Secrétaire; Tel: (514) 694-5829 / Fax: (514) 694-9013

Treasurer / Trésorier; Tel: (514) 683-8157; E-Mail: sfafoutis@videotron.ca

Director Memberships / Directrice d’Adhésions Tel: (514) 426-1203 / Fax: (514) 694-7892
e-Mail marcy.watt@aircanada.ca

Director Travel / Dirécteur de Voyage; also Director Publications / Dirécteur de Publications
Tel : (514)620-3311; e-Mail s.charlton@sympatico.ca

Director Social Affairs / Directice d’Affaires Sociale Tel : (514)697-8374

Director Interline Affairs / Directeur des Affairs Interlignes Tel : (514)484-2703;
email fvaldez@sympatico.ca

Director, Public Relations / Directrice des Relations Publiques Tel: (514) 509-3891;
email jhvergara2002@yahoo.ca

Aubrey Winterbotham  Director, Sports / Directeur des Sports Tel: (514)697-8374; email winterbotham @videotron.ca




Jan 2009 M.I.C. ON THE WING - EN VOL Pageé

WACA AGA 2008 BAHAMAS
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More WACA AGA Bahamas

Draw (2008.12.16) for free Quebec weekend

——___




